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Dilemma Card 1 
 
You are the mayor of a city which has an area known to flood. A developer wants to 
build houses on the flood plain. These house will have a great riverfront view are 
conveniently located to the business district, and will draw prosperous people to your 
struggling community. You must make a final decision on the developer request.  
Which option will you choose? 

1) Inform the developer that no development is aloud.  
2) Let the developer build in the flood area. 
3) Insist the developer elevate the houses on piles of gravel in hopes of avoiding 

flood damage. 
4) Instruct the developer to find an alternative building area. 
5) Other options. 
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Dilemma Card 2 
You are a city council member for a community located adjacent to a large privately 
owned vernal pool. This area is home to rare wildlife. Some research indicated that 
vernal pools and other wetlands help control surface run off, release water slowly 
and can reduce flooding. The owner has decided to sell the land and move to a new 
location. The land is in an area surrounded by lucrative businesses, where land 
prices are high and parking is an issue. What should you encourage the council to 
do? 

1) Provide tax incentives to a local development consortium to help them 
purchase the land around the wetlands and seek permits to develop it for 
business. 

2) Launch an initiative to have the city purchase the land. This will require new 
taxes to preserve the wetlands forever. 

3) Apply for a permit to fill the vernal pool with soil from a local hill, 
developing the vernal pool into a parking garage and community park. 

4) Leave the fate of the vernal pool to the desires of community special interest 
groups. 

5) Wait to see who buys the wetland, and then decide what to do. 
6) Other? 

Dilemma Card 3 
 
You are a taxpayer in who lives near Lake Erie. The area was once a vast near shore 
wetland. Through generations of engineering the area has been drained to provide flood 
protection and open the area up for development and agriculture. These actions have 
eliminated the natural filtering capacity of the wetlands, but have saved lives and improved 
the lives of many residents. However, populations of some organisms have been severely 
impacted, such as the spotted salamander, Chorus frog, Wild lupine and purplish copper 
butterfly. Drinking water contamination has become an issue in recent years, from field 
runoff, sewage overflowing into streams, and increased flash flooding events.  There is a 
proposal to restore the historic water flow pattern in some of these areas. This action will 
increase your taxes. What should you do? 

1) Vote down the tax; you pay enough in taxes already. 
2) Vote for the tax; a restored, healthy ecosystem is good for everyone. 
3) Vote down the tax because communities will be flooded. 
4) Vote for the tax because your best friend says you should. 
5) Other? 
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Dilemma Card 4 
You moved into a rapidly growing community that values its parks and green space. Your 
housing development boarders a patch of woods containing a creek and several venal 
pools where you enjoy walking your dog; however, a development firm is proposing to 
buy the wooded area to put in another housing development. The regional planning office 
is having a meeting next week to discuss the proposal. What do you do? 

1) Do nothing. It is not your property you don’t get a say. 
2) Attend the meeting and get a better understanding of the proposal. 
3) Talk to your neighbors about the proposal. 
4) Contact your local soil and water district/ Conservation authority for suggestions 
5) Other? 


