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òVernal poolsó are wetlands that fill up annually but  

typically dry out during part of the year. These usually 

small but very dynamic, wetlands fill with water,  

blossom with life and host a cacophony of sounds and a 

plethora of life forms every spring, only to disappear into 

the forest floor every autumn. Vernal pools are  

miniature, fascinatingly complex and fragile worlds of 

activity, which play out their drama in a few months 

every year. 

 

Vernal pools can vary greatly in size and shape.  In fact, 

the time of filling, surrounding habitat, and water source 

can vary per pool but they all share two common  

characteristics: they do not permanently hold water and 

they have no fish. 

 

 

 
À improve water quality 

À are an excellent educational tool 

À serve as a bell weather wetland 

À hold flood waters 

À provide habitat to hundreds of species, including  

migratory birds 

 

By monitoring and documenting these pools, they can be 

appreciated and preserved. 

 

À Support local efforts to find and monitor vernal pools. 

 

À Raise community awareness by using the local newspaper  

    and talking with your neighbors. 

 

À Join the Ohio Vernal Pools Partnership listserv and keep 

up-to-date with changes in legislation and the latest  

    technologies in monitoring. 

 

The major threat to vernal pools is from developers who 

unknowingly destroy them.  Other threats include:  

invasive species, pollution from run off, mosquito control, 

destruction of surrounding habitat, and lack of community 

interest in or knowledge of the pool. 


